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To the Superintending School Committee of Bath: 
Another academical year has passed away, and it be-
comes my duty to report to you something in relation to 
the condition of the public schools of the city and my own 
labors in connection with them. I will freely confess to 
you that I have not been able to spend so much time in 
the schools as their real interests demand: I have not 
been able to devote my attention to them so exclusively 
as would be for their best good: I believe that these 
schools demand the whole time of a man who is not only 
deeply interested in education, but is willing to labor in 
season and out of season in all ways for the promotion of 
their highest interests. It is well known that I have 
another profession, and other duties connected with it, do 
of necessity occupy a considerable portion of my time.— 
Still I have endeavored to spend as much time in the 
schools as I could and am not sensible that I have neg-
lected any to their essential injury. I have endeavored 
to discharge the duties of my office of Superintendent as 
faithfully as my time and ability would permit. In the 
course of the discharge of these duties, I have attained 
some experience and knowledge of the condition and 
wants of the schools, which may make it proper for me to 
offer you a few observations. 
The Primary Schools, though the amount of knowledge 
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there communicated is not large, ought still to be regard-
ed as a very important portion of our public schools.—•. 
They demand more of our time and attention than we at 
first thought may feel disposed to give them. From much 
experience, I am satisfied that very much can be done in 
them, to improve the condition of the higher schools. In 
them the child lays the basis of his future education. He 
forms habits which are very apt to continue with him for 
a long time, if indeed he ever throws them entirely off.— 
It is very important, therefore, that he should there form 
correct habits; important that the teacher of the prima-
ry school should be a faithful and good, as well as accu-
rate teacher. She is not required to teach much, but to 
teach well what she teaches. She should always be care-
ful to exercise a good religious and moral influence over 
her pupils: she should be careful about her language and 
the expressions she uses before her pupils : she should see 
that the few simple lessons which are learned by her pu-
pils, be accurately and thoroughly learned; see that they 
form habits of using proper grammatical language and 
pronounce accurately all their words in reading, spelling 
and conversation. 
The course of instruction in the primary school is in-
deed simple; and still the pupil may learn much more 
than many are apt to suppose. He is to be taught good 
morals and good manners; the alphabet and the analysis 
of sounds; exercises in numbers; analytical exercises in 
the knowledge of many of the common things of life which 
form the basis of all the sciences. Reading and spelling 
occupy a large portion of time. The spelling at present 
is very much better than it was a few years ago. But the 
teacher must continue to exercise unwearied patience year 
after year, in order to make her classes thorough in spell-
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ing. I think the primary teachers generally ought to pay 
more particular attention to naturalness as well as cor-
rectness in reading. The pupil is not sufficiently instruct-
ed to read as he would talk. Most of the teachers do 
not yet dwell in a practical manner upon the subject of 
emphasis. They should constantly teach by illustration 
how sentences should be read in order to express most 
perfectly the sense of the author. Simply correcting a 
child when he miscalls a word, is not teaching reading.— 
And yet too many seem to think this is their whole duty. 
The teacher should read over and require the pupil to 
read over again and again a sentence, till the idea is thor-
oughly mastered and can be read in an entirely natural 
manner. The teacher must of course select such lessons 
for reading as can be understood by her pupils. If prop-
er efforts are made much improvement in reading will re-
sult to our schools in future. 
[n the primary school may also be taught the rudiments 
of drawing, the rudiments of Geometry; the rudiments of 
Grammar, of Geography and of Penmanship. Intellectu-
al Arithmetic is already taught as far as fractions. It will 
be seen that the educational field of the primary teacher 
is by no means limited. She may herself prosecute the 
study of the rudiments of almost all knowledge and com-
municate much from this extensive field, to her pupils.— 
But above all, let her teach well what she teaches. Let 
her lay firm and exact and sure the foundation of knowl-
edge in the youthful mind. 
I do not think I need to speak particularly about each 
one of the primary schools. Some are in a very good 
condition, others are deficient; all of them need the con-
stant care and watchfulness of the teacher and are sub-
jects of improvement in many ways. The committee will 
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do well to bestow considerable care and efforts in behalf 
of this grade of schools. I know however that you are 
well aware of this part of your duty. 
There are four Grammar Schools. Two of them hare 
been established for some years and are in a very good 
condition. These, the North and South Grammar Schools, 
continue under their former experienced teachers, the 
Messrs. West and Wiggin. It seems to me that on the 
whole both of these schools are at present in a better con-
dition than they have ever been in heretofore. The 
classification is now good: the discipline is good, the 
instruction thorough and the general order quite satisfac-
tory. Something may be done the coming year to per-
fect the arrangement as well as to add to the variety 
of the studies- in these schools; but no essential changes 
need to be made. 
The two Grammar Schools in the extreme parts of the 
city, have been established but a short time. The one in 
the South part, has been in session only during the last 
term. Of course it can be hardly yet said to be estab-
lished. It is at present under Miss M. P. Tobie. This 
school is large and rather difficult for a woman to manage. 
It will soon need a male teacher at its head. Miss T., 
has done well considering the difficulty of the position: 
but some of the boys are large and not always easily con-
trolled. The school in the North part of the city has 
been under Miss Chase. The order and discipline and 
general management have been very good and the instruc-
tion probably as thorough as in any of the schools of the 
city. In the "Winter a number of large boys will attend 
both of these schools, who do not attend the other two 
terms. On this account I think it will be desirable to 
have male teachers, provided good ones can be obtained, 
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at the head of both of these schools at least during the 
coming Winter. I think energetic female teachers will 
give entire satisfaction the remaining two terms of the 
year. It is to be remembered that, these schools are not 
perfect Grammar Schools; they are to some extent inter-
mediate, having in them only the three lower classes of 
the Grammar School: The first class, is sent away to the 
North and Soiith schools, where they are united with the 
first class scholars there, and are under the instruction of 
a male teacher exclusively: viz., Mr. West in the North 
part of the city and Mr. Wiggin in the South part. And 
there are some advantages in this plan, for the Messrs. 
West and Wiggin from their long experience, are un-
doubtedly able to fit pupils more perfectly for the High 
School, than new and unexperienced teachers. 
As a general rule it is desirable that no pupil who has 
not attained the age of eight years should be permitted 
to enter the Grammar Schools. There may be excep-
tions to this, but there are very few, if any, who would 
not derive more benefit by remaining in the Primary 
School, till they have arrived at this age. The child 
does not get sufficient physical or mental development to 
enable him to enter upon the course of instruction and to 
endure the consequent taxation of the bodily and mental 
powers, till after he is eight years old. I should prefer to 
have all the pupils nine years of age. Some will of 
course, from various reasons be older, but it is well for 
most to be not less than nine. The course of instruction 
is now completed in four years and by the older pupils 
often in less time: Some even go through it in from two 
to three years. Those who are educated entirely in our 
own schools reach the High School at quite as early an 
age as is beneficial to them. Parents who are disposed 
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to press forward their children at an early age, entertain 
quite a mistaken view of the end of education, in my 
opinion. They may gain some temporary approbation 
and applause for their children; but these are of little 
value in comparison with the more weighty interests and 
responsibilities that rest upon parents to do all they can 
to fit their children for usefulness and happiness, not only 
in this world, but in that which is to come. 
The High School has been under the care of Mr. J. L. 
Newton as Principal, and Mr. L. Dunton as Assistant, for 
one term, and Mr. T. F. Currier one term. Miss S. F . 
Tobie has had charge of the female department, and 
Misses Hughes and Huston, two pupils, of the first class 
have heard one recitation each for two terms. The High 
School is now quite large; probably one male and two 
females will be needed as Assistants the coming year. 
The High School in general may be said to be in a 
good condition. The teachers are competent, and some 
of the classes at the last examination, as well as previous 
examinations during the year, appeared exceedingly well. 
The classes in the languages and in Mathematics appear-
ed well, if we except the classes in French. Some of the 
pupils who have studied French, have for some time past 
shown quite too strong a disposition to evade thorough 
and severe study during the preparation of their French 
lessons. They have found they could make a passable 
recitation without much study, and have therefore bestow-
ed as little labor upon their lessons as possible. Very 
little thorough knowledge of the Grammar of the French 
language has been attained, and of course but little exact 
and accurate knowledge of the language itself. 
I am not sure but that the books of instruction in 
French are at some fault in this matter. There are so 
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many helps provided in these progressive days, to maka 
learning easy of attainment, that some are disposed to be? 
lieve that it comes at the mere bidding, and diligent appli* 
cation and labor on the part of the pupil are uncalled for; 
but I think it will generally be found that knowledge attain; 
ed without any effort, takes but little hold of the mind of the 
pupil and goes about as easily as it came. Undoubtedly 
the school books of the present day are in many respects 
great improvements over those of former years; but that 
the steps on the ladder of learning have become so easy 
of assent as to require no labor on the part of the pupil, 
is not a fact. In order thoroughly to master any foreign 
language, the pupil or student must devote a very con-
siderable amount of time and labor, especially to the 
study of the Grammar of the language. No thorough 
knowledge of a language can be attained without a thor-
ough and exact knowledge of its Grammar. It seems to 
me that the pupils in French in our High School have 
failed in too great a degree to attain this knowledge, and 
that new and more vigorous efforts will be required on 
the part of the pupils in the future year, and I hope the 
teacher will see that such efforts are bestowed upon the 
lessons. 
Some of the classes in the Natural Sciences did not 
appear so well as we should have been glad to have seen 
them. In some cases it was doubtful whether the pupil 
had a thorough knowledge of the study he or she had been 
pursuing during the term; and one ground of this doubt 
arose from the fact that at the examination the questions 
put by the teacher were leading questions, and of course 
the pupil could readily understand nearly what answers 
were to be given. We do not like to hear leading ques-
tions put to the pupil. It is better that the pupil should 
s 
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first give in his own language the substance of the lesson 
without questions on the part of the teacher. After-
wards the teacher may question the pupil rigidly in re-
gard to every part of the recitation, till it is fully under-
derstood and thoroughly digested. In this way only can 
the teacher feel sure that the pupil has thoroughly learned 
his lesson. 
These thoughts I have been led to give as hints and 
suggestions towards improvement in our High School 
in the future. The school is at present in a good condi-
tion, and still in many ways, improvement may continually 
go on, and yet we shall long fall far short of perfection. 
The High School is at present quite large. The class 
which has just entered is larger than any previous class, 
and yet I am satisfied from the examination just passed, 
is on the whole better fitted than their predecessors. As 
far as I am able to learn very few intend to leave the 
school at this time. Nearly all the seats in the house will 
be in requisition next term. The class that will enter 
next year, now promises to be larger even than the pre-
sent. The prospects now are that the city will soon need 
to make more ample provision of room for our High 
School. 
The Intermediate School was last Winter taught by 
Mr. J. G-. Pettingill. This school proved as efficient and 
useful as we may reasonably expect such a school to be. 
The pupils generally composing it are of every variety 
and character: they attend school only a few weeks in a 
year, and of course have only begun to make some pro-
gress when they come to the close of the term. 
Last Winter the School Committee established as an 
experiment, an adult evening school, for the purpose of 
accommodating apprentices and young men and other 
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persons who are prevented by their employments, age or 
other reasons from attending our permanent day schools. 
This school was kept in the Intermediate school-room and 
by the same teacher, Mr. Pettingill. During the larger 
part of the term, the average attendance was good, though 
not large, but the latter part of the time it was quite small. 
It may be supposed that the pupils, who attend this even-
ing school, will vary in age frequently from twelve to sixty 
years. We shall occasionally find persons who will de-
sire to avail themselves of the advantages of such a school, 
who have never enjoyed any privileges of acquiring an ed-
ucation. To all such we wish to extend a welcome invi-
tation. The studies which will be generally pursued are 
Reading, Spelling, Writing, Arithmetic, Book-keeping, 
Geography, and sometimes Grammar and Navigation.— 
It is designed to have the pupils of this school enjoy as 
many advantages as possible; and to have the order and 
discipline good; and thus to furnish a place of proper re-
sort and useful occupation, where those who would other-
wise waste the long evenings, may here spend their time 
in acquiring profitable instruction. 
The winter and summer school in District No. 2, has 
been in session about the usual amount of time, and they 
have each been better conducted and more profitable than 
usual. Mr. J. H. Moore taught the winter term, and Miss 
Winter is teaching the summer term. 
The school in Winnegance was taught last winter by 
Mr. A. Jewett. Not having visited this school previous 
to the present year, we cannot speak of it in comparison 
with former years; but we felt satisfied that Mr. Jewett 
labored faithfully and with a fair degree of success. 
Last spring the District in Winnegance was united to 
District No. 1, that is, became one- of the schools of the 
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City and consequently is now under the care and supervis-
ion of the school committee of the city. Mr. J. E. Pet-
tingill is at present teaching this school. Mr. Pettingill 
is active and energetic and becoming a successful teacher. 
The attendance at this school the present summer^  has 
been very good indeed and the pupils appear to be inter-
ested in their studies. 
It may be well for, me through you, to call the atten-
tion of the citizens to a very important subject, that of 
the attendance of the pupil upon the school. It is true 
that the subject has beei alluded to in nearly every re-
port issued by the school committee for many years, but 
the parents of this city cannot direct their minds to this 
subject too often; they, cannot think too much of the im-
portance of the constant and regular attendance of the 
pupil upon school. How can it be expected by parents, 
that their children will make much progress in their 
studies, when they are allowed to go to school or not, en-
tirely at their own option ? Every day has as large an 
amount of labor assigned to it, as the pupil can well and 
faithfully perform. Absence then has the effect to carry 
the unperfbrmed labor over to the next day and to put 
one, two or three day's work as the case may be, into one, 
or else leave the work undone. When the absent days 
are footed up at the end of the term, and it is found that 
the pupil has lost one-third or one-half of the time, as is 
the case w4th many pupils in this city, it will be seen at 
once that here is a great loss of time and that it must 
very seriously affect the progress df the pupil. Indeed I 
do not see how such a pupil can be expected to make any 
progress at all: if he holds his present position, he does 
pretty well. And yet cases of this kind are not of unfre-
qnent occurrence, even among some of the better portion 
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of the people of the City. I have no doubt that I 
Should greatly surprise some parent?, if I should say to 
them your child, or children, have been absent so many 
days the past year, naming the number; it would be so 
large that it would entirely exceed their expectations. 
And yet these parents expect their children to be kept 
along in the same class with those children who are not 
absent at all. But is it just to the faithful and attentive 
scholar, that he should wait one third of his time, for the 
other to make up for time that has been carelessly thrown 
away, or used in a very indifferent manner ? What mer-
chant would think of sparing the time of his clerk from 
the duties of the Counting Room, or what master ship-
builder or mechanic, would suffer his apprentices or la-
borers to be absent from the yard, or the shop, as often 
as many of our children are allowed to be absent from 
the school, and for as trival reasons ? "Would he not say 
at the day of reckoning, that such lost time ought to be 
considered ? Would Ire not say, how can I advantage-
ously be carrying my work along, when the workmen are 
scattered over every part of the city ? If the teacher is 
made responsible for the progress of his pupils, has he 
not a right to expect that the appointed time of his pu-
pils will be given to him ? Surely every one must see 
the reasonableness and justice of such a claim. 
Let me then urge the parents of this City, to give the 
subject that cbnsideration which its importance demands. 
I know that there are many parents who feel its import-
ance quite as much as I do; for their are children who 
are not absent from the beginning to the end of the term. 
To all such parents we feel exceedingly grateful. We 
will only ask them to use what influence they can over their1 
neighbors of a different character. 
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But to those parents who allow their children to be ab-
sent from the school on every slight occasion, let me say, 
reflect seriously upon your course. Remember that your 
children arc now forming habits which will be very 
likely to last them through life, and what is more, lead 
into eternity. It rests with you in a great measure to 
say what shall be their character. For you are now able 
to exert a great influence over their youthful minds. Let 
me entreat you to exert that influence for good. 
There is one other point directly connected, with this, 
which I wish to suggest to the City Council, viz: that they 
be requested to consider whether some means cannot be 
used to bring the truant children of the City into the 
schools, and to keep them at least a reasonable portion 
of the year in those schools. The man of wealth is 
compelled to pay his annual tax for the support of good 
schools; is it not as proper that the children of his 
poor neighbor, when found either on the wharves, in 
shops or in the streets, should be compelled to go and 
enjoy the advantages of the school ? I have never yet 
been able to see why law in the latter case is any more 
arbitrary, than in the former. And yet, while the law in 
the former case is in full execution; while the tax must be 
paid, the law in the latter case, the law concerning tru-
ants, has never been executed, except to a very limited 
extent, and long since has fallen into entire neglect, and 
truant boys now roam over our City with the utmost free-
dom.* 
I must be permitted to express the hope that our City 
*It is stated that, in Prussia, after trying various modes of preventing 
truancy in the public schools, they have adopted that of fining the pa-
rents or guardian a half a dollar for every half day's absence, and this 
proves to be entirely effectual in preventing all truancy and all unneces-
sary absence. 
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Council Will not suffer the year to pass away without at-
tempting to do something in relation to this subject. 
With this report I submit a draught of the by-laws and 
regulations of the schools of the City of Bath, the most of 
which have been in existence for a number of years. 
Some of them have been printed and others have not. 
They have been passed from time to time and at present 
stand on different pages of the Book of Records of the 
Committee. I have drawn them off, often in other lan-
guage, though the same in substance, and also have added 
a few rules which seemed to me necessary. In my opin-
ion it will be well to print them, after being sufficiently 
considered and amended, that a copy may be in the hands 
of every teacher, and be generally distributed throughout 
the City. 
SAMUEL P. DIKE. 
Superintendent of Public Schools. 
Bath, August, 1856. 
To the Hon. Mayor and City Council of Bath: 
The Superintending School Committee beg leave 
to present the foregoing Report of the Superintendent of 
Public Schools, as their Annual Report. They have en-
deavored to discharge their duties with fidelity, and are 
happy to congratulate their fellow citizens upon the pres-
ent prosperous condition of our Public Schools. 
E. WHITTLESEY, 
D. N. SHELDON, 
Bath, August, 1856, 
A P P E N D I X . 
Rules and Regulations relating to the Public Sclioo h 
of the City of Bath. 
No. 1. The school year shall begin on the last Monday 
Of August or first Monday in September, at the discretion 
of the Committee, and shall be divided into three terms. 
The first two together shall consist of twenty-six weeks, 
and shall be divided by a vacation of one week, at the 
time of the annual Thanksgiving. The other vacation 
shall be in March; three weeks. The next vacation shall 
be in the Summer, commencing about the fourth of July; 
eight weeks. Christmas day and New Year's day, and 
the first day of May, shall be holidays for all the schools. 
There shall be three examinations in all the schools of 
the city, at the close of each of the terms, viz: the last of 
November, the first of March and the last of June. The 
examination in June shall be the annual examination, 
These examinations shall be entirely under the direction 
of the Superintending School Committee, and shall bo 
conducted either by themselves or by the teachers, at 
their discretion, in such a manner as to exhibit fairly the 
progress and attainments of the different classes in their 
respective studies. 
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It is to be understood to be the general wish of the 
School Committee that no text books shall be used either 
by the pupils or teachers in the ordinary recitations of 
the school room, or at the examinations, except so far as 
may be absolutely necessary. 
No. 2. The school hours for all the schools shall be 
from 9 A. M. till 12 M., and from 2 till 5 P . M , ; except 
Wednesdays and Saturdays, when the schools shall be in 
session only till noon. In the short days of the winter, 
from the first day of December to the first day of Feb-
ruary, the session in the afternoon shall begin at half past 
one and close at half past four. In all the schools, there 
shall be a recess at each session, of half an hour. 
No. 3. Three minutes at the High School, and five 
minutes in the Grammar Schools, shall be allowed for the 
pupils to get their seats, after the bell has been rung. At 
the expiration of this time, the doors shall be closed and 
no pupil shall enter the school room during the opening 
exercises. In cases of tardiness, satisfactory excuses 
from the parent or guardian shall be required. 
No. 4. Every teacher shall be present in the school 
room, morning and afternoon, at least fifteen minutes be-
fore the hour of commencing school. 
No. 5. The opening exercises of all the schools, in the 
morning, shall commence with the reading of the Sacred 
Scriptures by the teacher .and pupils, or by the teacher 
alone, and the use of the Lord's prayer, or some other 
written prayer, or an extempore prayer, at the option of 
the teacher. 
No. 6. The teachers shall exercise a careful supervi-
sion over the conduct of their pupils in school hours, and 
about the school house, and at the recess. They shall 
make rules to be observed about the school house, and 
3 
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be held responsible for any want of neatness in or about 
the building. 
No. 7. The teachers are especially requested to give 
very careful attention to the ventilation and temperature 
of the school room, to the position of the pupils while 
sitting or standing, and to all things that pertain to the 
physical health and comfort of the pupils. 
No. 8. It shall be the duty of the teachers to maintain 
a firm, yet kind and parental discipline. They are not 
expected to administer corporeal punishment, except in 
cases of real necessity. 
No. 9. Every teacher shall keep a register of the name, 
age and date of admission of every pupil, and also the 
time of leaving; also, of all absences and tardiness; al-
so, of all classes formed in the school, the name of each 
member of the class, the date of commencing each study, 
an account of the progress of each pupil, and such other 
items of information as may be useful and interesting. 
No. 10. Any pupil absent more than twelve half days, 
shall not be re-admitted to school without a written order 
from the Superintendent, or a member of the School Com-
mittee. In all cases of tardiness, a satisfactory excuse 
from the parent or guardian shall be required by teachers. 
No pupil shall be dismissed before the close of the ses-
sion, except in case of sickness, or urgent necessity; and 
no permanent excuse shall be granted for dismissal, ex-
cept by a special vote of the School Committee. 
No. 11. The Principal of any school may suspend a 
scholar for any case of flagrant misconduct, in conformity 
to the laws of the State, but shall within twenty-four hours 
report the case to the Superintendent, or some member of 
the School Committee, and also to the parent or guardian 
of the pupil. 
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No. 12. Any pupil who shall accidentally, or otherwise, 
injure any school property, as fences, trees, buildings, or 
deface furniture, &c, shall be punished in proportion to 
the nature and extent of the offence, and be liable to the 
action of the civil law. 
The Classification of the Schools, and the transfer ofiui-
filsjrom one School and Class to another. 
There shall be four classes in the High School, four 
classes in the Grammar Schools, and three in the Primary 
Schools. 
No pupil shall be admitted to the Primary School, who 
has not attained the age of four years. No pupil shall 
bo admitted to the Grammar school who has not attained 
the age of eight years, except by special vote of the School 
Committee. 
Pupils shall be transferred annually from the lower to 
the higher schools, at the beginning of the school year, 
(about the first of September,) on passing a satisfactory 
examination by the School Committee, and no transfer 
shall be made at any other time, except by special vote of 
the Committee. 
Those pupils, however, who become residents of the 
city after the commencement of the school year, may be 
admitted to the Grammar and High Schools, at any time, 
if, upon examination by the School Committee, they are 
found qualified to enter either one of the classes of the 
school • and if not thus qualified, they may attend the 
Primary School. 
There shall be only one examination for admission to 
the High and Grammar Schools, viz: in July, at the close 
of the third or last term of the school year. The exam-
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ination of pupils for admission to the Grammar Schools, 
shall be on the first Monday, and to the Hijafh School on 
the first Tuesday after the close of the spring term, which 
is the last term in the school year. Examination com-
mences at 9 o'clock in the morning, and continues through 
the day. 
Qualifications of Candidates. 
Candidates for the fourth or lowest class in the Gram-
mar Schools, are examined in Reading, Spelling, the Mul-
tiplication, Addition and Subtraction Tables, Mental 
Arithmetic as far as fractions, and the Tables of Abbre-
viations and Roman Figures. 
Candidates for admission to the High School, are ex-
amined in Reading, Spelling, Writing, Geography, Gram-
mar and Arithmetic. 
Accuracy in Spelling and good Reading, are deemed of 
great importance. 
In Arithmetic, the candidate must be familiar with the 
whole of Greenlief's Introduction to the National Arith-
metic, or some other equivalent work. In English Gram-
mar, he must be able to analyze and parse readily and 
correctly, sentences in common prose, giving the rules 
from the Grammar, in such a manner as to show a good 
understanding of the principles of the English language. 
In Geography, he must have an acquaintance with all parts 
of the subject, so far as made known in the ordinary works 
on Geography. 
All pupils who wish to join any of the advanced 
classes in either grade of schools, will be allowed to do 
so, if, upon examination by the Committee, they are found 
qualified on all the previous studies. 
